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OUR RECTOR SEARCH PROCESS
St. James Episcopal Church, Keene, New Hampshire, is seeking a new rec-
tor. This parish profile is intended to acquaint prospective candidates with 
our church: who we are, where we have been and who we hope to be in 

the years ahead.

Our search committee began in September 
of 2015 when the nominees for the Search 
Committee gathered for the first meeting.  
Since then we have heard from parish-
ioners by surveys, forum meetings, and 
informal discussions about what is work-
ing well, what drew them here and makes 
them stay with St. James, and what they 
hope to see in our church in the future.

We have also met with The Rev. Canon 
Hannah Anderson, Canon to the Ordinary 
in the Episcopal Church of New Hamp-

shire, and with the Vestry of St. James to formulate parish goals to guide 
us in the search.

Our document represents an overview of St. James, our parish community, 
our facilities and the wider community in which we live and work. It is our 
hope that this profile will give you insight into the quality of our parish life 
now and our aspirations for its future.

Let us introduce our search committee:
Jim Putnam, Co-chair
Eleanor VanderHaegen, Co-chair
Mel Andrews, Vestry Liaison
Diana (Dede) MacVeagh, Chaplain and 
Ministries
Laurie Appel
Sally Rinehart Boyce
Beth Franzen
Kathy Frick
Doug Green
Alyson Montgomery
Ruth Snyder
Bob Struble
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“I’m hoping for a  Rector who has a deep spiritual life of his or her own, who can lead us 
gently but firmly forward, who is radically inclusive and whose life exhibits compassion.” 

– Parishioner
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OUR VISION AND GOALS

Fellowship Hour

Family-Friendly Pews

“Inclusiveness is a very important characteristic of St. James for me. I believe that every human being is 
a child of God but I need to be challenged to live that truth and St. James does that.”– Parishioner

We enjoyed a year of celebration in 
2015. We commemorated the life 

and work of Jonathan Daniels, member of 
our parish and martyr for the cause of civil 
rights.

We celebrated with an anniversary 
Eucharist presided over by our Bishop, 
Rob  Hirschfeld, a sermon by Ruby Sales, 
art displays, public presentations, and a 
pilgrimage by our youth to Montgomery, 
Selma and most importantly to Hayneville, 
Alabama, where Jon was murdered.  
Bishop Hirschfeld accompanied the youth 
on part of their pilgrimage.

Much of the larger community, also 
touched by the example of Jonathan 
Daniels, joined with us in celebration.  In 
important ways, the example of Jonathan 
Daniels’ life has inspired our Parish to 
become what it is today, deeply interested 
in social justice issues and respecting the 
dignity of every human being.

We do not want to rest on our 
achievements, but continue to engage in 
important issues for our community and 
our world today. We want to continue 
to develop ministries which will create 
a strong sense of community and tie us 
closely to God’s hope for his people.

Our vestry has completed a strategic 
planning process for growth with the 
following goals:

• Sunday morning services at St. James:  
To establish high standards for worship, 
a safe environment and a welcoming 
atmosphere.  We will foster an active 
worship ministry to keep services lively.  
We want participation by parishioners 
of all ages and growth in our Youth 
Church program.  We are committed to 
promoting an unconditionally warm, 
welcoming and relevant church.

• Vital Church Ministries: To ensure 
meaningful and life-giving ministries 
guided by compassionate and 
enthusiastic leaders. We want to keep 
parishioners informed via Ministry 
Moments, to discern new leaders and 
invite their participation.We plan on 
regular self-assessment with Vestry 
involvement.

• Effective Communication: We will meet 
people “where they are” and establish 
customized communications with 
parishioners. 

• Establish Uniqueness: We will build 
on Jonathan Daniels’ legacy by our 
commitment to social justice. Our 
church will be known for its inclusion, 
action outside our walls, for our strong 
support of the Baptismal Covenant of 

respecting the dignity of 
every person.
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To walk through the St. James sanctuary 
is to walk through 150 years of history. 

Banners decorate the 
side aisles and tell the 
story of the Episcopal 
tradition in Keene and 
the surrounding region.

Services were held in 
the community as early 
as 1800, presided over 
by visiting ministers 
who met with worshi-
pers in private homes, 
the courthouse or the 
town hall.

“The Saint James’ Soci-
ety” was organized on 
May 13, 1851. Anoth-
er eight years passed 
before The Rev. Dr. 
Edward A. Renouf, the 
assistant minister at St. 
Stephen’s Church-Bos-
ton, agreed to establish 
a church in Keene. The Parish of St. James 
was admitted into union with the Diocese 
of New Hampshire on May 7, 1859.

The early parish grew slowly. There were 
only 40 members on June 30, 1863, when 
the cornerstone for the building was laid 
just a few blocks west of the town square. 
Construction was delayed by the Civil War 
and a shortage of slate roof tiles. Dr. Re-
nouf finally presided over the first Eucha-
rist in the new stone Gothic church on 
August 21, 1864. Total cost: $19,000.

After the church was completed, the bell 
tower and an organ were added. Expansion 
has continued ever since. A new pipe or-

gan was dedicated on Christmas Eve 1957 
and most recently been modernized to an 

electronic piping system. 
In 1965, the church 
purchased an adjacent 
three-story office build-
ing which houses the 
Thrift Shop, the Monad-
nock Area Psychothera-
py & Spirituality Servic-
es (MAPS), a counseling 
service that provides 
therapy on a sliding-fee 
basis, and, until recent 
changes in public policy, 
the third floor housed  
In From The Cold, a 
shelter for area families 
in transition, managed 
by Southwestern Com-
munity Services. 

In 1998, we raised $1 
million to modernize 
our facilities and to add 

to our endowment. We have continued to 
invest in our facilities ever since, including 
recent upgrades to our computer systems, 
remodeling of the rector’s office, and new, 
energy efficient windows in the office and 
the Jonathan Daniels Building. Our most 
recent effort was to re-roof one side of the 
church with new slates to address leaks.

Over the last 156 years, St. James has 
called 20 rectors. We have also sent five 
priests to the ministry, two women to reli-
gious orders and two former rectors who 
went on to become Bishops in other Dio-
ceses.
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OUR RECENT HISTORY

On August 16, 2009, St. James and Bishop 
Robinson dedicated a new memorial to cel-
ebrate the life of Jonathan Myrick Daniels 
in our Sanctuary. Forty-four years earlier, 
on August 24, 1965, an overflow crowd 
gathered at St. James to mourn Daniels’ 
death. 

A 26-year-old seminarian, Daniels was 
on leave from the Episcopal Theological 
School in Cambridge, Massachusetts, when 
he was shot and killed by an unemployed 
highway worker in Hayneville, Alabama. 

A modern day martyr, Daniels was the 
product of both Keene, where his father 
was a physician, and St. James, where 
he sang in the choir and taught Sunday 
School. In 1962, the Vestry sponsored Daniels for the sem-
inary. Three years later, in March 1965, Daniels answered 
the televised appeal of Martin Luther King, Jr. to come 

to Alabama to secure for all citizens the 
right to vote. The experience moved Dan-
iels. “The faith with which I went to Selma 
has not changed,” he wrote later, “it has 
grown.” After a brief return to seminary, 
Daniels returned to Alabama to fight for 
civil rights. On August 20, six days after he 
was jailed for joining a picket line, he was 
killed as he shielded sixteen-year-old Ruby 
Sales from a shotgun blast. 

In 1966, our adjacent building was dedi-
cated to Daniels’ memory by The Rt. Rev. 
Charles F. Hall, Bishop of New Hampshire. 
Today, the city honors his life with an an-
nual program. St. James celebrates his feast 
day each year. Jonathan Daniels and Martin 
Luther King, Jr. are the only two Americans 

listed in the Chapel  of Saints and Martyrs at Canterbury 
Cathedral in Great Britain.

JONATHAN DANIELS, A FAITHFUL EXAMPLE

Ask a St. James Vestry member or pa-
rishioner what they remember most 

from the past year, and they are likely to 
talk about the community participation in 
Jonathan Daniels’ feast day observance, the 
contra dance for Bishop Hirschfeld’s visit 
and blessing to celebrate the completion of 
our roof project, and the endearing Nativ-
ity Pageant staged by our youngest mem-
bers.

The most significant event in our recent 
history was the announcement of his retire-
ment by The Rev. Mark Jenkins after five 
years of service as our rector.  While we 
were surprised, our parish made a seamless 
transition to leadership by our Wardens 
and then to the interim period with The 
Rev. Caroline Hines. We have strong lay 
leaders in place, a momentum to initiate 
responses to parish and community needs, 
and a vibrant sense of parish community.

We have the assistance of a Vocational Dea-
con, The Rev. Geofrey Smith, who has been 
educating and supporting us in that role of 
outreach and service.

St. James is a stable parish. As with many 
mainline churches, we have been affected 
by changing times, changing churchgoing 
habits, and the economy.

Our average Sunday attendance in 2014 
was 120. Pledges are $255,000 for that 
same year.

Who are we today? Although located 
downtown, we are a regional community 
that draws from nearly two-dozen local 
towns. Most of our parishioners are mar-
ried, with slightly more women than men, 
and a predominance of over fifty-year olds. 
We also share the larger demographic chal-
lenges of all churches to attract families and 
youth to our services.

As such, we are at a crossroads. Our senior 
parishioners form the backbone of the con-
gregation. At the same time, the future of 
the church lies in new members, including 
more young families to carry on the work 
of the parish into the future. 

“What sustains us: prayers, caring, thinking and action.”
– Parishioner
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Looking forward, our plans are 
ambitious, reflecting the faith of 

the Vestry and congregation in a future 
centered on discerning and carrying out 
God’s will.

We have a vision of St. James bustling with 
activity.  We see a church vitally engaged 
in the larger community, hosting groups 
and meetings that demonstrate our concern 
for social justice and bettering the region. 
We envision enthusiastic members creating 
a strong sense of community with healing 
ministries, pastoral comfort, and deep 
caring.

Our church seeks to be open and affirming 
to everyone in the community.  We care 
for parents with young children by 
providing family pews with toys and space 
for those children to play, for our elderly 
parishioners and handicapped parishioners 
who may need assistance. We welcome 
the poor, the gay, lesbian, bisexual and 

transgendered (LGBT) community, and the 
racial and ethnic diversity that is slowly 
increasing in our region.

There has been a renewal of pride in our 
church actions and a deeper understanding 
of the importance of the Gospel in each 
of our lives. We see that pride reflected in 
an increased participation in the life and 
leadership of St. James. As word of our 
vitality spreads, we welcome new families 
and members into our midst. We envision 
a church full of fellowship, bursting at 
the seams with families, children, and 
parishioners learning to live in faith with 
God and in community with all others.

We see a strong church community with 
responsible lay leadership partnered with a 
dynamic rector to make these goals real.

Wednesday Evening Study Group

A Visit From Bishop Rob

Social Justice Committee

“We are an aging congregation, anxious to find ways to welcome youth so that
we might pass on our faith to future generations.“ – Parishioner
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“Worship and liturgy are central to our 
parish. We have a middle-of-the-road 
liturgy, neither high nor low. The way we 
worship is a reflection of the liturgical 

preference at St. James 
of the parishioners, 
although each rector 
has put his particular 
mark on worship and 
liturgy at St. James.” 

Those words, written 
for our Parish Profile 
in 1992, hold true 
today. Through many 
changes over the years, 
St. James remains a 
mainstream Episcopal 
Church. We move 
between Rite II or 
liturgy from Enriching 

Our Worship with occasional Rite I 
services. A printed bulletin contains the 
service, eliminating the need for juggling 
two books and allows newcomers to feel 
more welcomed, during worship.  We 
have introduced community recitation of 
the opening prayer for purity, welcomed 
all to receive communion, and moved 
the announcements to the end of the 
service.  Our sanctuary seats 360 and we 
offer Sunday services at 8 and 10 am. The 
Eucharist is celebrated at both services. 

There are seasonal fluctuations in 
attendance. Fall and spring are best. Our 
numbers dip slightly during the winter and 
from mid-June through early September 
when many members attend services at 
one of the two nearby Episcopal summer 
chapels.

The 8 am is a small, quiet and 
contemplative service. Music, when it’s 
offered, is usually a prelude to the service.

At the 10 am service, on the other hand, 

music is a centerpiece of our worship. In 
addition, Walt Sayre, our music director, 
creates opportunities to include all of the 
musical talents in the congregation in the 
regular service as well as music for special 
liturgical worship services and occasional 
innovative music.

St. James has worked hard to make the 
10 am worship welcoming, inclusive and 
lively:

• Greeters meet regular worshipers and 
visitors at the front door and at the back 
entrance in the Undercroft.

• First Sunday breakfasts are cooked by a 
group of parishioners (Men Who Cook) 
and served between the 8 am and 10 am 
services on the first Sunday of the month.

• Fellowship and Adult Forum follow the 8 
service.

• Through our Vestry On Duty program, 
Vestry members play a visible role on 
Sunday, welcoming parishioners to coffee 
hour in the Common Room after the 
service and closing up the building after 
everyone has gone home.

St. James also provides a mid-week 
Eucharist on Wednesdays at 12:05 with 
time for a brown bag lunch and fellowship 
following the service. Participants enjoy 
a discussion-based reflection on the day’s 
readings in lieu of a sermon.

St. James also celebrates several special 
events during the year.  We host a non-
denominational “Blue Christmas” service 
for the community which has great 
meaning for those for whom the holidays 
can be emotionally difficult. At Eastertime 
St. James serves as the host church for an 
Ecumenical “Seven Last Words” on the 
Friday of Holy Week.  

 

A SUNDAY AT ST. JAMES

Pentecost Sunday

“I love to see the children run and skip to the altar; would that we all  
approached the Eucharist with such joy.” – Parishioner
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Julie Andrews once sang that the hills 
were alive with the sound of music. At 

St. James, the choir stalls and the pews 
are alive with music. From organs to 
oboes, bells to bongos and the choir to 
small groups and soloists, Walt Sayre, our 
organist and music director for the past 
eight years, has reached beyond the choir 
and bell choirs to nurture all of the musi-
cal talents in the congregation. The result 
has been new opportunities for even more 
parishioners to participate in the worship 
service.

At least once a month, the congregation is 
treated to the tones of the St. James bell-
ringers. Originally founded as a Youth 
Group project in 1990, the bell choir has 
five octaves of Schulmerich handbells, and 
three octaves of Malmark handchimes for 
the ministry of making music to the Glory 
of God. The group meets every Thursday 
evening from September through May and 
plays during church services once a month. 
Along with performances for the parish, 
over the years, the bell choir has played at 
schools and festivals in northern New Eng-
land, and at Boston’s Faneuil Hall Market-
place.

Under Walt’s direction, the adult choir has 
grown from fewer than a dozen regular 
members to nearly two-dozen enthusiastic 
singers. In 2015, the choir sang religious 

songs from the classical, baroque, gospel, 
folk, spiritual, Taize and contemporary 
genres. The choir is sometimes accompa-
nied by guest musicians playing trumpet, 
clarinet, bagpipe, timpani, flute and other 
instruments to give us great variety. Visiting 
choral programs and other professionals 
performers round out a rich musical sched-
ule each year.

The Youth/Adult Orchestra had its debut 
on All Saints Sunday in 2008 and performs 
twice a year, creating another opportunity 
for St. James parishioners of all ages to add 
their musical talents to the worship service. 

St. James, with Walt’s guidance, presents an 
annual Veteran’s Day Concert as a benefit 
to the larger community and to honor all 
military veterans.

Bell Choir (above) and Adult Choir (below)

“We are a community of faith in the Good News of Jesus Christ with a liturgy that  honors it’s histori-
cal roots but is alive to modern expression. I hope this mix of old and new continues.” – Parishioner
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HOW WE LEARN

Sometimes we have been blessed with extraordinary preaching which offers new insight into the  
Gospel and which calls us to new life in Christ. I find it hard to come to church when the  

sermons do not challenge us to live deeper, more authentic lives.” – Parishioner

Nursery Care is provided for children 
through age four in the Undercroft. Our 
nursery workers are paid, and we have two 
on duty in case of accidents or illness. We 
also provide nursery care for special servic-
es, like the annual meeting. We recognize, 
however, that some parents of newborns 
and toddlers want their children with them 
during the service, therefore we have spa-
cious child-friendly pews in the back of the 
church.

Church School 
meets in the 
Undercroft 
during the 10 
am service. 
As, many 
churches, we 
have experi-
enced a drop 
off in Sunday 
School attend-
ance due to 

parent overex-
tension in other activities and competition 
from athletic events. We are working to 
address this situation.

As a consequence of the Middle School/
Youth Group pilgrimage to Alabama and 
the resulting awareness of racial discrimina-
tion and injustice, our youth group has re-
organized with a focus on social justice and 
has been eagerly exploring ways to become 
more active.

In addition to their dedication, all of our 
Sunday School teachers, and any staff or 
volunteers who may come in contact with 
children and/or vulnerable members, have 
gone through Safe Church Training. Our 
Diocese and our church are fully committed 
to this policy.

Adult Christian Education is also important 
at St. James, where we deepen our faith by 
continued study and fellowship with oth-
ers on the same spiritual journey. St. James 

currently sponsors several adult education 
groups from EfM to book discussions, as well 
as Lenten study programs. Each has a differ-
ent focus, representing the diversity of inter-
ests and worship in the church. Most were 
initiated by or are sustained by parishioners.

Adult Forums are held Sundays from 9:00–
9:45 am from fall through spring. Topics 
last year ranged from the gospel year ahead 
to a guest who spoke about Rwanda.

Education for Ministry (EfM) is an ex-
tensive four-year program of theological 
education and study of the Bible, church 
history, and twentieth century theology. 
EfM provides a comprehensive, experiential 
education in the foundations and message 
of our Christian faith. Participants commit 
one year at a time to meet regularly in semi-
nars led by trained mentors. This program, 
offered for over twenty years, is on a one-
year hiatus as both mentors are on the 
search committee.

Trinity Institute Partnership offers parish-
ioners and the larger community a two-day 
conference of participation in live broad-
casts and discussions on the application 
of faith to daily life. Topics have ranged 
from Armageddon to Racial Inequality. 
An interfaith group initiated by a Trinity 
session continues to meet as a result of this 
initiative.

Confirmation classes are offered by the 
Rector and lay leaders to middle school 
students and adults.

MenWhoCook Monthly Breakfast

Christmas Pageant
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“Our outreach and service to the community is very important and I am impressed by 
how mindfully we seek new and additional ways to expand that mission.” – Parishioner

St. James opens its doors to civic organi-
zations whose goals coincide with parish 

values: AA, Al-Anon, the Chamber Singers 
of Keene, Parents, Families and Friends 
of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG), National 
Alliance of Mental Illness (NAMI) and a 
Parkinsons Support Group are some of the 
groups that meet in our Undercroft.  

The church budgets $2,000 a year to the 
Rector’s Discretionary Fund for support 
of social ministry and parishioners often 
independently add to the fund.

An important example of our outreach is 
the Jonathan Daniels Building, a three-sto-
ry office building adjacent to the church 
that provides space to non-profit organiza-
tions at below market rates, including:

St. James Thrift Shop, the parish’s most 
visible outreach into the community, was 
founded in 1967. The shop accepts dona-
tions of good used clothing, jewelry, sport-
ing goods, books and home goods. While 
some articles are donated to those in need, 
the majority of items are sold. Last year, 
the Thrift Shop raised nearly $98,000 from 
its activities, and was able to distribute 
more than $56,000 after operating expens-
es and renovation costs. The proceeds are 
divided between parish use and a host of 
outreach ministries. In 2007, to support 
our youth, the church and the Thrift Shop 
established a scholarship program for our 
graduating seniors.

MAPS Counseling Services, also located 
in the building, is able to provide mental 
health services on a sliding-fee basis be-
cause of the minimal rent charged by St. 
James.

One of the decisions facing the parish in 
the coming year will be the future of this 
building now that the federal social ser-
vices policy change has closed shelters for 
the homeless to promote immediate hous-
ing and prevent long-term dependence on 

shelters. 
Also, MAPS 
is consider-
ing moving 
to a more 
modern, 
larger space 
with hand-
icapped 
accessibility.

 St. James 
contributes $3,000 a year to the Millenni-
um Development Goals. This year’s dona-
tion assisted Doctors Without Borders, an 
international health agency.Last year, the 
Youth Group also participated in this pro-
gram, raising funds to support clean water 
projects.   

The parish sponsors a dinner for homeless 
and other hungry citizens at the nearby 
100 Nights Shelter about every six weeks 
and participates in a perpetual food pledge 
that has donated hundreds of pounds of 
non-perishable food to the local food pan-
try.

The St. James Rector has the ability to 
make small, short-term, low interest loans 
to help parishioners in a short-term crisis. 
Other sources are the Rector’s Discretion-
ary Fund or a referral to an Interfaith Cler-
gy administrator for assistance.

The Thrift Shop Helps the Community
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One of the hallmarks of St. James is an 

active and engaged lay leadership. 
Members of St. James have historically been 
faithful stewards of the church and of the 
community. Our Vestry and lay leaders are 

more than willing to 
lend their professional 
talents, skills and ex-
pertise to support the 
rector in the adminis-
tration of the church, 
the management of 
our finances and 
endowment, and the 
maintenance of our 
properties. Over the 
years, our parishion-
ers have also taken an 
active interest in di-
ocesan affairs. Today, 
several members are 

involved in programs with the NH Diocese 
in Concord. 

The Parish Annual Report for 2014 records 
Operating Income of $391,566 and Operat-
ing Expenses of $384,765. Significant addi-
tional Income and Expenses were incurred 
in 2014 for a new carpet in the Undercroft 
and repair of our 150-year-old slate roof. 
The latter cost $180,000. Starting with a 
$60,000 bequest, we raised  an additional 
$120,000 in both large and small amounts 
from a majority of parishioners within a 
few months.

Other unanticipated expenses were covered 
through designated accounts, investment 
income, and further parishioner generosi-
ty. Normal operating expenses were about 
$380,000, consistent with our commitment 
to a balanced budget.

STEWARDSHIP AND LEADERSHIP

St. James Administrative Staff and 
Vestry Members*

Patti Smith, Administrator 

Walter Sayre, Music Director 

Lesley Hildrey, Youth Director

Michael Fusaro, Sexton 

Deb Rogers, Thrift Shop Manager 

Bridget Hansel, Maria Temple, 
Senior and Junior Wardens

Tom Morton, Treasurer 

Mary Taylor, Clerk of the Vestry 

Vestry Members  
Mel Andrews 
Pete Cross
Jaclyn Headings 
Janet Horton
Mike Metell
Wes Page 
Linda Stavely
Melissa Sutherland
Kevin Wooley           *As of 12/2015

PROGRAMS AND MINISTRIES

During the 
planning for this 

year’s stewardship 
campaign, we identified many committees, 
activities and events that parishioners 
have participated in over the last year. Too 
numerous to mention, only a few of the 
programs and committees are described 
below.(See the website for a full list.)

Acolyte Guild, comprised of Middle and 
Senior High School age girls and boys 
dedicated to serving the church. Acolytes 
serve at all scheduled worship services and 
many special events.

Altar Guild, which prepares the altar for all 
liturgical observances.

Finance/Endowment/Property Committees 
manage the human, physical, and financial 
resources of St. James.

Greeters welcome parishioners and visitors 
alike to services.

Healing Ministry offers prayers for 
parishioners with health and personal 
concerns in the back of the church during 
the 10 o’clock service.

Kitchen/Housekeeping Committee is 
responsible for stocking supplies for 
Fellowship Hour, laundering tablecloths, 
napkins and linens.

Pastoral Care Ministry provides visitation 
to local retirement facilities, and individual 
homes. Group members can be visitors of 
facilities, or matched with one individual in 
particular. 

Ushers, Lectors and Eucharistic Ministers 
participate in all worship services.

Worship Ministry meets regularly to 
evaluate our worship, make liturgical 
seasonal adjustments, and to introduce 
suitable revisions to our liturgies. 
They welcome suggestions from the  
congregation.
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Keene [pop. 23,409] is the center of the 

Monadnock Region, the southwest 
corner of the state of New Hampshire. 
With a county population of 77,177, the 
area derives its name from Mount Mo-
nadnock, 15 miles to the east, elevation 
3,166 feet, and visible from many points in 
Keene. It truly represents the heart of New 
England and is centrally positioned: 210 
miles from New York City, 100 miles from 
Hartford, 85 miles from Boston, and 50 
miles from Concord, the state capitol.

A thriving community with one of the low-
est unemployment rates in the state, Keene 
acts as a small urban center for Cheshire 
County. The city offers a broad range of 
amenities for its size, including an excel-
lent medical center; a locally-owned daily 
newspaper; paved bike and walking paths, 
and a good mix of shopping, dining, and 
entertainment. A new YMCA was built 
three years ago and an new ice rink has just 
opened to accommodate both team skating 
and the general public. 

The area boasts a varied economic base, 
with a mix of service, retail, and light 
manufacturing businesses. Technologies 
represented include optical and medical 
equipment, advance labeling equipment, 
filtration devices, wholesale grocery dis-
tribution and nanotechnology. Two large 
insurance companies are located in Keene.

Among the many local resources, Colonial 
Theater, Keene State College and Antioch 
New England Graduate School all offer a 
plethora of cultural and educational oppor-
tunities to residents. A downtown mem-
ber-owned co-op markets local products 
and is open to everyone.

Several important community initiatives 
have been launched:

Cities For Climate Change Protection: The 
City of Keene has succeeded in  lowering 
emission rates over the last 15 years in 
both the public and private sector.

Healthy Monadnock: Supported by Chesh-
ire Medical Center with the goal to actively 
engage the citizens of Cheshire County 
in the process of becoming the nation’s 
healthiest community by 2020.

Keene’s school system includes five elemen-
tary schools (K-5), a middle school (6-8), 
and a high school (9-12), which includes 
vocational-technical training. Private 
schools include two Montessori preschools 
and the K-12 Waldorf School. The rectory 
is located in the Fuller Elementary School 
district.

KEENE AND THE MONADNOCK REGION

St. James is one of five parishes in the Diocese that 
still provides church-owned housing. The rectory is 
a spacious 140-year-old home, with a screened in 
summer porch and a large, fenced side yard. 

The 13-room home features four bedrooms, two re-
cently-renovated baths, a large living room with fire-
place, and built-in corner hutches in the dining room. 
In 2008, the windows and kitchen appliances were 
replaced and the downstairs was freshly repainted. 

The house is a short walking distance to the church 
and downtown and a block away from the library. 

ST. JAMES RECTORY

Central Square in Downtown Keene
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Our next rector

“St. James is my spiritual home, a place to share faith and hope with others 
in many different ways. Social justice is important at St. James.The church has a  
strong history with many saints who went before us. One was Jonathan Daniels  

whom we honor each year with a special memorial service.” – Parishioner

“We are a diverse group of people who strive to be a church in the 21st century:  
we try to understand our faith in the culture of here and now, we try to act  

in the world as our faith in God directs us.We are sustained by our worship  
and our relationships with one another.” – Parishioner

 

Ask 120 or more parishioners of any 
church for the characteristics they are 

looking for in a new rector, and you’re like-
ly to get 120 different responses, given the 
personal nature of worship. St. James is no 
exception. But when the search committee 
and Vestry reviewed all of the information 
we gathered from the community of St. 
James, several characteristics were consist-
ently expressed.

We seek a rector who, with a deep spiritual 
sense, will lead us in the church with ser-
mon and liturgies and will encourage us 
to move beyond the church to the world 
outside our granite walls to serve the needs 
of the people calling out for God’s love. 
We hope for a rector with vision, humor, 
energy, and new ideas, and who will share 
them with us. 

To be effective, our new rector will need to 
connect with individuals with many differ-
ent gifts, needs, and points of view. 

In summary our priorities are:

• Have a dynamic worship service and 
sermon every week.

This was a priority at every meeting, where 
parishioners described how much they 
enjoy a rector who brings a message that 
engages the congregation, touches their 
hearts and makes them think.

• Pro-active outreach in the community.

St. James recognizes that while many of our 
parishioners are active as individuals in the 
community, as a church we have not been 
as visible as we could be. We seek a rector 
who will help us seek out places of service 
to our community.

• Enhance our welcoming environment 
and create a sense of belonging to the 
family of St. James.

We want a rector who will build on pro-
grams already in place to welcome every-
one to St. James and who will work with 
us to enhance our pastoral care ministry 
in reaching out to the elderly and those 
in need of spiritual or material comfort. 
Equally, we want a partner in our efforts 
to attract young people who will find us 
relevant to their spiritual lives.

• To affirm and increase the participation 
of the laity in the leadership of the par-
ish.

We not only want to increase the number 
of people in the pews, but we seek a rector 
who will encourage more people to partici-
pate in the leadership of the church.

As we celebrate the end of the first 150+ 
years at St. James, we look forward to wel-
coming the new rector who will join us as 
we begin the next 150+ years.
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St. James Episcopal Church • Keene, New Hampshire

St. James Episcopal Church
44 West Street
Keene, NH O3431
Tel: (603) 352-1019
Fax: (603) 357-2637
Email: office@stjameskeene.com
Web Site: www.stjameskeene.com

Important Links
City of Keene, New Hampshire, www.ci.keene.nh.us

Keene School District, www.sau29.org

Keene Sentinel, www.sentinelsource.com

Cheshire Medical Center / Dartmouth-Hitchcock Keene 

www.cheshire-med.com

Keene Chamber of Commerce 

www.keenechamber.com/region.html

Keene State College, www.keene.edu

Antioch New England Graduate School  

www.antiochne.edu

Colonial Theater, www.thecolonial.org

Visit New Hampshire, www.visitnh.gov

MOCO Arts, www.moco.org


